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DIAPERS.
	More nostalgic waxing, … per Yogi, Deja Vu all over again.
	Seems our memories are monopolizing these letters, … but a good thing about letters, if you’re not interested, … just don’t read them.
	We have really enjoyed recent visits by our youngest grandchildren.  And since they will be deporting/departing  soon for Nairobi, are looking forward to one more before they go.  One related phenomena never ceases to amaze. The amount of throw-away trash generated!   Rolls of paper towels, but at least paper stuff decays eventually.  Then there’s the plastic, good grief: … cups, glasses, plates, take-out food & drink containers, and most voluminous of all, disposable diapers!  Multiply this by millions and millions and it boggles the imagination.
	In our day one could wash & dry their own set of diapers or, if affluent, hire a diaper service..  We were far from affluent and did the former.  Family member changing baby would, in the midst of changing, dunk the dirty one into the toilet.  Return to finish the changing  operation and then ,… forget the diaper in the toilet.  There it would soak, waiting to greet the first family member needing to use the toilet themselves.  Gotta go, Gotta go, and then, oops Gotta rinse out a diaper and put it in the diaper pail!  Diapers, … a world unto themselves..  And boy, when family no longer needed diapers… old well-worn diapers made the best ever work cloths, better even than old T-shirts. 
	Whenever I think about diapers, always end up remembering the family across the street from us in the early 60’s.  When they completed their “Planned” Family, the mother dyed all their diapers red and hung them out to dry on the clothesline.  No doubt all can guess what transpired, … right, … 2 months later mother was pregnant again.  Don’t know if the “unplanned” tot was trained in red diapers.  Sara P. might remember this incident and tot’s name.
	Oh well, at our age dealing with the plastic diaper situation will not be our problem.  Can foresee though, a great boon to cremation.  With plastic diapers piled up all over the place, there’ll be no room to bury anybody,  Good thing your “Outlook” staff has never harbored aspirations for public office.  Near the top of a ‘Letterman’ 50 most unpopular planks would be “Abolish Plastic Diapers”.  Maybe we should go the Chinese “night soil” solution?  Till next month, Lucille & Ken.
Ken Jefferson
ken.jefferson@sympatico.ca
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