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(2004 NHN&WR letter/story #9)
The Red Baron was Italian?
We are confused. What do the words "Red Baron" bring to your mind? WWI dogfights? Snoopy’s well known, "Curse you Red Baron"? A solid red Fokker Dr.I? Flying Circuses? Right!
And now he’s selling pizza? With a name like Manfred Von Richthofen?. Are the Italians going to take this sitting down?
(For aficionados: Dr.I stood for Dreidecker (Triplane), had a 110 hp Oberursel rotary engine and a top speed of 103 mph. The Red Baron was shot down flying while flying one of these on April 21, 1918. Whether by a Canadian pilot or an Australian gunner has never been determined. The Looloolabas & Canadian subscribers can fight this out among themselves. )
A sort of pseudo pizza is popular in the Jefferson household, Stauffer’s French Bread Pizza. Almost an oxymoron don’t you think. We were going to do a letter on oxymorons at one time, as in Jumbo Shrimp, Government Worker, Military Intelligence etc. Maybe we did, ..... can’t quite remember. Well anyway, French Bread Pizza was an item on the shopping list last week. Off to the frozen food section of Shaws to get it.
Yes siree, there it is, all four topping versions. We only buy deluxe with everything. In modern vernacular this is referred to as "Garbage Pie" and that’s a bit of pot pourrri even Ken Jennings didn’t know. But hold it a minute, ..... right next to Stauffer’s is:
"Red Baron’s French Bread Pizza" 
We kid you not. The Baron himself in full flight regalia was right on the box top. Are the French going to take this sitting down? The price was exactly the same. Decisions decisions. We checked the topping choices. The same options. Hmmmmn. Would’ve thought he’d at least have a Bratwurst & Sauerkraut French Bread Pizza. Probably delicious cold at breakfast for real pizza lovers. We chickened out and did not switch brands, but no doubt will weaken and sample the Baron’s version sometime in the future.
Just think about this, here is a guy who’s opponents in WWI were Americans, Australians, British, Canadians, French and Italians. He shot down 80 of their planes. Now his logo is on a brand of pizza they’re all buying? Hard to believe. Would Ghengis Khan’s Mongolian Beef French Bread Pizza be a big seller east of the Great Wall of China? Eighty years from now will Osama Bin Laden French Bread Pizza be in all stores? 
Why don’t the above nationalities enter the market themselves with:
Eddie Rickenbacker’s French Escadrille Bread Pizza.
Crocodile French Bread Pizza ala Dundee.
Admiral Nelson’s Fish & Chips French Bread Pizza
Isaac Brock’s French Bread & Pea Soup Pizza, ..... EH.
Roland Garros’s French Bread Pizza with genuine red clay crust.
Garibaldi’s French Bread Pizza Florentine.
Oh well, .....what do we know about marketing. Think we’ll just heat up a Stauffer’s French Bread Pizza for lunch. And Stauffer’s? Just what is that, ..... Austrian?
Till next month, Lucile & Ken
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